
Life course immunisation – access, equity and innovation

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
INVITATION
The biennial National Immunisation Conferences are the peak public health conferences in Australia with the prevention 
and control of vaccine preventable diseases through immunisation as their focus. Run by the Public Health Association of 
Australia (PHAA), the first conference was held in Canberra in 1987 and over the last 30 years the conferences have grown 
in stature and influence.

In 2020 the Conference theme will be ‘Life course immunisation – access, equity and innovation’, the theme has been 
established to shine a light on the challenges and exciting opportunities that exist to ensure the benefits of life-saving 
immunisation can be optimised. As articulated under the global Sustainable Development Goals, specifically SDG3, 
immunisation contributes to ensuring healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages.

Although Australia has one of the most comprehensive immunisation programs of any country worldwide, there continues 
to be gaps in access and uptake of life-saving vaccines. As more vaccines become available for use across the life course, 
protecting pregnant women and their newborns through to the elderly, and in a targeted way for groups with specific 
disease risk factors, it is critical that we apply principals of equity to our policies and programs. More than ever, new 
technologies, available but not yet utilised data and new vaccines and delivery methods offer the promise of reaching 
more people to prevent serious new and old diseases.

This conference will provide a dynamic and engaging forum to discuss all the latest developments in immunisation. 2020 
heralds a new and exciting decade of opportunity in preventative health care, of which immunisation is a flagship. The 
program will include keynote presentations and selected long, short and table top abstract presentations.

Abstract submissions close on Sunday 24 November 2019, at 11:59pm AEDT

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

• Create an environment for knowledge sharing, collaboration and relationship building; 

• Highlight the challenges, opportunities and activities in immunisation to encourage engagement by delegates to  
 work together to achieve better health outcomes for Australian’s;

• Engage professionals from a range of sectors in immunisation; 

• Provide guidance and insight into capacity building and strengthening of immunisation;  

• Provide conference delegates with new and innovative ideas that can be applied to local settings and systems to  
 help create and improve health systems for communities – from local to global
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ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
We welcome submission of abstracts for presentations relevant to the conference themes.

Priority will be given to presentations that offer critical or reflective comment rather than purely program or descriptive 
papers.

Papers that have clear public health ramifications will be accepted and considered in two domains:
• Research 

Clear design, presentation, analysis, outcomes
• Clinical Practice / Service Delivery  

Clear context, process, analysis, outcomes

Presentations on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ health are particularly welcome.

Presenters of research focusing on particular Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities are to provide with their 
abstract an additional paragraph outlining whether the relevant community/ies have provided permission to publicise the 
research findings.

All abstracts are to be submitted electronically using the online facility on the 17th National Immunisation Conference 
website www.nic2020.com.  

It is the submitting author’s responsibility to ensure that the abstract uploaded to the server is the correct version.

Online abstract document loading is completed via browsing your selected computer drive. Abstracts submitted for 
presentation will be published exactly as received and should be checked for spelling and grammar prior to submission. 
Do not submit a version with ‘track changes’ active.

CONFERENCE TOPICS
The program has been designed to provide lively and productive discussions and contributions from all professionals 
engaged in immunisation from laboratory bench to clinic, from academia to the service provision coalface. We invite you 
to submit abstracts under the following session themes:

• Vaccine Preventable Diseases; e.g. existing viral or bacterial vaccine preventable diseases and newly vaccine 
preventable diseases

• Vaccine Preventable Diseases in special populations and across the life course; e.g. Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, migrants/refugees and other

• Vaccine Safety 
• Vaccine Coverage 
• Immunisation acceptance, demand and hesitancy 
• Immunisation Equity, and Access
• Immunisation Programs and Service delivery; e.g. new programs, the National Immunisation Program or others
• Immunisation in select settings; e.g. Primary Care, Schools and Local Government, pharmacies
• Program Implementation and communication strategies
• Clinical practice; e.g. clinical challenges, immunisation administration 
• Advocacy and Government Policy; e.g. ‘No Jab, no pay’, ‘No Jab, no play’ and vaccine policy making
• Innovation and new technologies, including new vaccines



PRESENTATION TYPES

Oral Presentations
• Long Oral 

Presenters will have a total of 15 minutes. The session will have a nominated chair.

• Short Oral 
Presenters will have a total of 6 minutes, using up to 3 power point slides. The session will have a nominated chair.

• Table Top 
Table tops act as a pathway for networking and sharing of information directly with delegates in an interactive 
setting. Table Tops involve multiple presenters, with each presenter at a round table of up-to 9 participants. Each 
presentation has been allocated 10 minutes. Once your 10 minutes is up, music will start playing and you will need 
to move to the next table number then repeat your presentation.

Poster Presentations
Designated periods will be allocated in the program when presenters will attend their posters to take questions and 
discuss their work.

ABSTRACT REQUIREMENTS
• All intended presentations require the submission of an abstract. All abstracts will be subject to peer review.

•  Refer to the online abstract submission form or manual submission form for requirements.

•  The abstract title should be no longer than 12 words.

•  The abstract should be a maximum of 250 words in simple text paragraphs without images or tables.

•  The abstract should include sub-headings in relation to the chosen domain, suggested headings are below: 
Research: Background, Methods, Results, Conclusion 
Clinical Practice / Service Delivery: Context, Process, Analysis, Outcomes

•  Short Oral presentations should use the following sub headings: Background, Body, Summary.

• If there is more than one presenter (long oral presentations only), all correspondence will be sent to the person 
whose name and email address is entered first with the abstract.

• When abstract presentation offers are sent out, authors need to be accepted the offer to present. If no response is 
received within the specified timeframe, another abstract can be offered in its place.

Abstract submissions close on Sunday 24 November 2019, at 11:59pm AEDT

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Presentation offers will be advised in January 2020.

Please note: All presenters must register at the time of confirming their acceptance presentation offer and pay the 
conference registration fee.

MORE INFORMATION
For further information contact the PHAA Events Assistant on:
E: events@phaa.net.au 
T: 02 6285 2373

Or visit the 17th National Immunisation Conference 2020 website: www.nic2020.com


